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Bio Very Short
Teun Voeten studied cultural anthropology and philosophy at 
Leiden university. 

As a war photographer he has covered conflicts worldwide 
since 1990. 

Voeten wrote books on the underground homeless in New 
York, the civil war in Sierra Leone and obtained a PhD with a 
dissertation on the drug violence in Mexico. 

He just published a book on the global emergence of crystal 
meth. Currently, he is researching the fentanyl crisis on the 
West Coast. 
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Professional Experience 1988 – 2024

• Poverty Harlem and Bronx, Revolution Rumania, Contra-War 
Nicaragua, Golf War 1 Tel Aviv, Break up Yugoslavia, Siege 
Sarajevo, Coup, Refugees, Repression Haiti, Genocide Rwanda, 
Homeless Tunnel People New York,War Chechnya, War DR Congo,  
Civil War and Poverty Colombia, Civil War Afghanistan, War 
Sudan, War Sierra Leone, Liberation Kosovo, Post War 
reconstruction Angola, 9/11 New York, Army Nepal. Invasion 
Afghanistan, Invasion Iraq, War Liberia, Conflict Gaza, Repression 
North Korea, Gang Problem and Crime Honduras, War Lebanon, 
Protests Egypt, Revolution Libya, War Syria, Drug Violence 
Mexico, War Ukraine, Refugee problem Calais, Terrorism in 
Brussels and Paris, War against ISIS in Northern Iraq, Drug related 
crime in Antwerp, crystal meth crisis Mexico and Skid Row, 
fentanyl crisis in Philadelphia, San Francisco and Tijuana



Personal Experience

• Shot by sniper in Bosnia
• Attacked by Burundi Gang
• Nearly molested during Rwanda Genocide 
• Ambushed several times by Taliban
• Bombed, shelled and shot at dozens of times
• Threatened at gunpoint a few times
• Nearly executed by Sierra Leonean child soldiers
• Taken at gunpoint by Colombian rebels
• Threatened and arrested dozens of times
• Attacked by three migrants with a knife in Calais
• Seven close friends killed



Ciudad Juárez, 2009
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Narco Estado, Drug Violence in Mexico, 2012



PhD on Mexican Drug Violence, Sept 2018



Mexican Drug Violence.
Hybrid Warfare, Predatory Capitalism 

and the Logic of Cruelty, 2020



Drugs. Antwerpen in de Greep
van de Nederlandse Syndicaten, 2020 



Drug van de Duivel.
De Wereldwijde Opmars van Crystal Meth, 2022



Drug War Mexico
Narco Violencia, 2024



The Devil’s Drug. 
The Global Emergence of Crystal Meth, 2025



Approach
• Preference for Qualitative Research

• Backed up by Quantitative Data

• Cross Cultural, International Comparison

• Field Work, Boots on the Ground

• Merger Academic, Journalistic and Artistic approach



Culiacán, 2009
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Narco State

• Alarmist Term or Adequate Description



Narco State 6 vs 41

• Is het een nuttig wetenschappelijk concept of

• kan het beter worden opgevat als een retorisch
politiek instrument dat oproept tot sterkere
handhavingsmaatregelen en zelfs tot hervorming van 
het drugsbeleid? Of is het gewoon een commercieel
succesvolle term en mediahype, die de kwestie van 
de georganiseerde misdaad sensationeel maakt? 



Michoacán, 2020
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Reactions

• Flat Denial

• Framed as “Moral Panic”

• Relativist

• Acceptance of Term with some Modifications



Tijuana, 2020



The Concept of a Narco State

• Discussion on Exact Definition

• Concept that can be Operationalized with 
Quantitative Indicators

• At the Same Time, Qualitative Descriptive Tool 



Definition Narco State and Indicators

• No Fixed Definition, but Indicators that can be quantified

• Part BNP Drug Economy
• Levels Production, Distribution, Consumption, Import/Export
• Level Violence
• Level Impunity
• Amount Infiltration
• Amount Intimidation



Mexico and Holland Compared



Narco States Mexico and Holland Compared

• Essence and Appearance: Same Structures, Different Intensity

• Similar to Schopenhauer’s concept of Wille and Vorstellung



Dismantling Meth Labs Michoacan, 2010
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Dismantling Meth Lab Holland, 2023
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Making Meth in Sinaloa, 2022
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Making Meth in Holland, 2023
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The Failed State Discussion

• Failed State
• Failed Nation
• Alternative Governance Structures
• Dysfunctional State
• Collapsed State
• Collapsed Narco State
• Functional Narco State
• Failed Institutions……



“Ambos te chingan, 
pero los autoridades con licencia.” 

Journalist, Culiacán, 2016



Institutions the State Should Provide.
How do Mexico and Holland do?

• Security – Monopoly on Violence

• Aeronautical Infrastructure

• Electrical Infrastructure

• Culture

• Education

• Affordable Housing

• Failed Institutions……



Antwerp Rotterdam Coke Seizures



Holland BNP Drug Economy
Fair Guestimates Coke Trade

• 2023 Confiscated Antwerp 121 Metric Ton, Rotterdam 46 MT
• Estimated 90 pct Antwerp Coke for NL – total NL 150 MT
• Estimated btw 10 - 20 pct intercepted
• Total Traffic estimated Holland 1000 MT Coke
• Total World Production Coke 2300 MT
• Streetvalue KG: 150.000 (3000 grampacks 0.6 gr 50/50 diluted)
• 1000 MT street value is 150.000.000.000 euro
• Gross BNP Holland: 1000.000.000.000 euro
• Coke 15 pct BNP NL. Excl weed, XTC, meth, NPS etc



Netherlands vs Mexico
Production, Distribution, Consumption, Import Export

• Mexico: Coke, weed, meth, heroine, fentanyl

• Holland: largest global producer XTC, Largest European producer 
meth and cannabis, NPS distribution center

• Consumption: Highest in Europe



Tijuana 2024
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Netherlands as Center NPS Traffic



Netherlands vs Mexico
Violence

• Violence not Essence of Crime, Threat Suffices

• Mexico: 30.000 Drugs related deaths 2023

• Holland: Maybe a dozen a year

• Holland: AK toting Death Squads, Torture Chamber, Beheading

• Holland: Lawyer, Journalist, Brother Witness Murdered



Tijuana, 2019
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Impunity Netherlands

• Mild Punitive Climate

• Fear of Being Tough is Exploited

• Procedural Sabotage

• Bureaucracy Law Enforcement

• Case Overload

• 98.5 pct impunity, exactly like Mexico



Tijuana, 2024



Corruption and Infiltration

• Harbour

• Police

• Government

• Custom

• Legal Economy: RE, Banking, Money Laundring (Saviano)



Culiacan, 2010
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Intimidation



Intimidation

• Mexico: 30 mayoral candidates killed 2024

• Holland: undemocratically appointed mayors threatened

• Dutch townhall arsoned, offices newspaper attacked

• Mexico: every year btw 5 and 10 journos killed

• Holland: 2 journos killed, many threatened



Culiacán, 2011



Why Holland Became Narco State
• from weed to coke to xtc to meth - provos

• tradition of  capitulation and collaboration

• tolerance  [gedoogbeleid] and indifference

• blind spot generations of criminologists

• lack of critical thinking and herd instinct 

• country of merchants and preachers: philosophy does not exist in NL

• exempt from natural and social laws, moral superiority complex

• parochial outlook, missionary zeal



Obsession with Being Guiding Light



Juárez, 2009



The Concept of 
Narcocapitalism



The Concept of 
Narcocapitalism

•Describes Ruthless Mercantilism of Drugs Industry

•Narcotics (legal and illegal) as Lubricant of Capitalist System

•Monoculture of Status Affirmed by Wealth and its Symbols

•Drugs as Escape and Income Generating Opportunity Have-Nots

Meth and Speed as Energizer for Exploited Masses
Cannabis as Pacifying Agent for Rebellious Class
Coke as Compensation for Low Self Esteem of Domesticated Tax-Payers
XTC as Instant Happiness for the Unconnected
Anti-Depressants to Mute Pain caused by Correct Realization Current State of Affairs
Opioids as Painkiller for Worn-out Workers instead of Medical Intervention
Fentanyl as Palliative Solution for Hopeless, Superfluent, Unneccesary People



Juárez, 2011



Conclusion

• Narco State very Useful Concept

• Holland is a Narco State

• On a Scale from Extremely Violent, Collapsed Narco States,

• to Functional, White Collar Narco States,

• Holland belongs in the last category as Narco State Light



• all photos and text © Teun Voeten, AD 2024

• www.teunvoeten.com

• Teun Voeten is an independent agent not associated with  / 
subsidized by any institution.

• You can support his work by purchasing his books and photos
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